
Village Diary for January 
4       Table tennis 
9       Luncheon Club   /   Parish Council 
11     Mobile Library   /   Table Tennis 
18     Probus   /   Women’s Institute 
23     Luncheon Club 
25     Table Tennis 
 
Church Services for January 
Sunday, 7th January  Epiphany or Baptism of Christ 
10.30am      Holy Communion at Christian Malford 
Thursday, 11th January 
9am Morning Prayer at Christian Malford 
Sunday, 14th January Epiphany 2 
10.30am      Coffee, Chat and Craft Christian Malford 
Sunday, 21st January Epiphany 3 
10.30am      United Benefice Holy Communion at Christian Malford 
Thursday, 25th January 
9am             Morning Prayer at Christian Malford 
Sunday, 28th January Epiphany 4 
9am             Holy Communion at Christian Malford 
 
Refuse collections for January 
Blue lid bin collections -  Saturday 6th and Thursday 18th. 
Household waste, garden waste and black box collections Friday 12th and Thursday 25th   
To check your collection days visit: www.wiltshire.gov.uk/rubbish-collection-days 
 
Village Memorial Cross.    Most days many villagers will walk past the memorial cross situated on The Green and 
perhaps cast a glance at the names of the servicemen carved thereon.  Details of those servicemen and the 
circumstances in which they  died will appear in these pages.    Most died in the first world war and the brief notes 
that  describe the circumstances in which they died bring home the sheer horror and often chaos of their situation.  

Private WILLIAM HENRY FREEGARD 
202515, 2nd Battalion, Wiltshire Regiment who died on 8th May 1918 

Son of Edward and Julia Freegard of 82 Thornend, Christian Malford, Wiltshire 
Remembered with honour at Tyne Cot Memorial 

 
William was son of a railway labourer living in the village.  At the time of William’s death the battalion war diary has 
little to report.  It is known that William died of wounds but not when he received them. 
The Tyne Cot Memorial forms the north-eastern boundary of Tyne Cot Cemetery, which is located 9 kilometres 
north east of Ieper town centre.  It is one of four memorials to the missing in Belgian Flanders which cover the 
Ypres Salient. This was formed during the First Battle of Ypres in October and November, 1914, when a small 
British Expeditionary Force succeeded in securing the town before the onset of winter, pushing the German forces 
back to the Passchendaele Ridge. The Second Battle of Ypres began in April, 1915 when the Germans used poison 
gas, the first time gas had been used by either side and the violence of the attack forced an Allied withdrawal and 
a shortening of the line of defence. In June, 1917, in the Third Battle of Ypres, an offensive was mounted dislodging 
the Germans from the Messines Ridge but the main assault north-eastward, which began at the end of July, quickly 
became a dogged struggle against determined opposition and the rapidly deteriorating weather. The campaign 
finally came to an end in November with the capture of Passchendaele. A German offensive of March,1918 was 
eventually checked and repulsed in September. Those United Kingdom servicemen who died after 16th August, 
1917 are named on the memorial at Tyne Cot.  The Memorial now bears the names of almost 35,000 officers and 
men whose graves are not known. In addition, 11,956 Commonwealth servicemen of the First World War are buried 
or commemorated in Tyne Cot Cemetery.  
 
Christian Malford Village Website, Gives details of village events, clubs and societies There is a notice board 
and a list of useful telephone numbers and local services. 
To include your event within the village diary send your item to email:  parishclerk@christianmalford.org.uk 
 
Parish Council.  The next meeting will be on Tuesday, 9th January in the Village Hall, commencing at 7.45pm.  
See below  for a report of the last meeting. 
 
The Luncheon Club, This much appreciated club will meet on Tuesday, 9th and 23rd January  at 12.30pm.  
Contact Angela Hamilton on 721091 or Shirley Palmer on 740627 
 
Women’s Institute,   The next meeting is on Thursday,  18th January at 7.30pm in the village hall.  See below  for 
a full report form the WI. 
 
Mobile library  will visit on Thursday, 11th January stopping at the village hall between 2.15 and 2.45pm 

 



Memories of Christian Malford – Flossie Goodway. 
I started at Christian Malford School aged 5 in 1934.  Mrs Heal (a Welsh lady) was headmistress, she and her 
husband lived in the school house adjoining the school. Mrs Mapstone was the middle class teacher and Mrs 
Buckland looked after the baby class.     I remember some of the pupils, not all because we had quite a lot of 
evacuees from London later on, these children being billeted around the village with different families. 
Some of the pupils I remember are, The Elms family, Tony, Pat and Vinny, the Hiscocks family, Bill, John and 
Susie, Ruth Vines, Sheila Goodway, Mary Gates, Mary Morris, The Brittains, Mervyn and Margaret, the Diccox 
family, Floss, Les, Ivy and Margery, Roy and Roly Simpkins who were twins and lived up Dodford Lane.  Another 
set of twins were Freda and Greta Clark who lived in the council houses, Tony, Pat, Gordon and Phylis Bailey, 
Clive and Stewart Kite (whose parents kept the village shop), Mike and Stewart Hillier (the children of Nelson and 
Nora Hillier who owned the coach firm, Hatts), and Peter Hand who lived in Foxham. 
When I started school, I lived in Foxham and we were picked up by the canal in Foxham in a private car driven by 
Nora Hillier.  Later there was a coach to take us to school, again those of us from Foxham being picked up by the 
canal by Hatt’s Coaches. 
The Rising Sun was run by Mr and Mrs Martin and there was a small blacksmiths workshop attached to the 
premises which was run by Cecil Martin, their youngest son.     
Another person I remember was our girl guide captain, Miss Rudler, who lived in The Red House on The Green 
and who was stone death.   The Post Office run by old Reg Hathaway was in the house on the main road opposite 
the turning into Christian Malford.  Bob Beasant had the blacksmiths shop on the other side of the road of the Post 
Office which I believe is still there today. 
I remember well Christian Malford Halt.  We used to go to Chippenham or Bath or Swindon very occasionally to go 
shopping on the train which always stopped there.   It was quite a treat to go on the train.   There used to be a 
small hut on both platforms where you could sit and wait for the train. 
There used to be a dance or social in the village hall every so often and it nearly always had a small band called 
The Tytherton Melody makers which was run by Mr and Mrs Fortune from East Tytherton.   There was also a whist 
drive in the village hall every week which my aunt and I used to go to, we rode our bikes from Stockham Marsh in 
Foxham wher we then lived. 
Because I lived in Foxham, I went to Calne Fynamore School when I was 11 years old.  The children who lived in 
Christian Malford stayed at their school until they were 14 years or, if they passed the 11+ exam, they went to 
Chippenham School. 
I remember many happy times at Christian Malford.  

 
********************************** 

 
Village Ball, 2018,  date for the diary.    The village ball will be held on Saturday, 16th June and will have a James 
Bond theme. 
 
Speedwatch     In December our village volunteers provided 27 hours of by the road side speed watch sessions 
in 6 different locations.  We recorded 79 vehicles speeding in both the 30 & 40 mph zones with speeds above 60 
mph.  The road conditions are challenging this time of year and excessive speed is the cause of many accidents 
so please keep keep within the speed limits.  We have had 3 new people join our team and if you want to help 
please e-mail join@christianmalfordcsw.co.uk. 

 
Village Hall 100 Club  December winners were, £50 Mrs Parker, £40 Mrs Marriott, £30 Kerry Colin, £20 Mrs 
Walker and £10 Mr and Mrs Wilkins, Mary Roberts and Declan Coker. 
The winners in the non-winners draw were £20 Sara Hickman and £10 Mrs Kinch. 

 
Parish Steward for Christian Malford and Sutton Benger 

 
The Parish Steward, Adrian Moss, visits each of our two villages two days a week at the beginning of each month 
to address a wide variety of minor highway defects and needs.   To ensure that we do not lose this valuable service, 
provided by Wiltshire Council, we need to ensure that he has plenty of work to do.    
HOW CAN YOU HELP?  -  by reporting any of the following tasks for the Parish Steward to undertake:-    Hand 
cleaning of small grips,  rodding of small culverts and manholes,  filling small potholes,  hand cleaning of road gully 
tops,  hedge trimming around road signs to maintain visibility (but not wholesale hedge cutting as this needs to be 
done by the landowner),  washing highway signs,  over-run damage,  strimming of grass verges for visibility at 
junctions and of highway signs,  siding out overgrown vegetation obstructing footways,  clearing debris and leaves 
(but not litter) and painting railings away from water. 
Please report tasks, with as much detail as possible to:-  

Cllr Mike Lawrence    mike@hamhouse.co.uk or 
Linda Bragg, Clerk,  parishclerk@christianmalford.org.uk  or 07982 030973 (answerphone) 

All other highway matters should be reported to Wiltshire Council  
 
 
Village Fete.      Saturday, 14th July    The arrangements for this year’s fete are taking shape.   The initial plan is 
to hold it later in the day with games for children such as slippery pole, foam pit etc., and to have the usual stalls 
such as tombola, books and plants. 



This would lead into an evening event where the WI organise a BBQ supper along the lines of the skittles evening.  
Fire pit for toasted marshmallows and possibly a small firework display at the end.  Village organisations will be 
expected to play their part and if you would like to volunteer your services contact Phil Hines on 720003. 
 
Acorns    The children have been eagerly awaiting Christmas for the past month and we have been extremely 
busy practicing and performing this years Nativity "The Grumpy Sheep" with school and also our own Christmas 
songs which the children will perform to their parents on the last day of term.   In addition, on the last day of term 
the children are having their Christmas party and hope to have a special visit from Santa. They have had plenty of 
fun doing all sorts of Christmas activities including making stick Christmas trees and reindeers on our Forest School 
day and Christingles to take to the church service on 19th December.  
Earlier in the month we had our Christmas Market in All Saints Church, thanks to all those of you who supported 
our event, we raised over £600 during the afternoon which will go directly to benefiting the children in the preschool. 
This month the Scarecrow Committee also met for the first time and decided on the theme for next years Scarecrow 
trail being held on Saturday 24th and Sunday 25th March. Once Upon a Time......Fairytales and Fables is the theme 
and Laura is now taking entries. If you would like to enter with your choice of scarecrow you can do so by emailing 
her on laura.sidhu@sky.com. 
Everyone at Acorns would like to take this opportunity to wish you a very Happy and Healthy New Year. 
 
Christian Malford Allotments.    If you would like to have a plot (or even just half a plot) when one becomes 
available, put your name on the waiting list now. For full  information 
visit http://malfordallotmenteers.weebly.com/ 

Thankyou 
 

Christian Blind Mission appeal 
Thanks to everyone who donated to the Christian Blind Mission appeal to raise money to help overcome the 
disease of river blindness.  The appeal raised £383.89 which was rounded up to £400.  2,222 people will now have 
their sight protected against that disease.    

 
Collection for the Five Loaves and two fishes Project. 

Thanks to everyone who contributed gifts of food and other items which the nuns of the Sisters of the Church in 
Bristol use to provide food parcels for the needy and destitute. 
 

Royal British Legion - Poppy Appeal 2017 - Nigel Fairley writes:- 
Due to the fantastic generosity of the residents of Christian Malford in the door to door collection to support our ex-
servicemen and servicewomen, through the Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal, plus the monies collected in the 
shop, the village school and the Rising Sun, we raised the magnificent sum of £701.90. 
Your generosity and the efforts of the team of collectors made it a record breaking year; beating our previous record 
of £664.45 set in 2011 and significantly more than the £573.56 raised last year - a brilliant effort and a big thank-
you! 
Thank-you to the small team of collectors, who brave the November weather, to support the Royal British Legion 
in this worthwhile appeal. Hopefully, they will volunteer again in 2018 - without them there would be no collection! 
Having now co-ordinated this relatively simple task for a thoroughly deserving charity for 12 years; I will also be 
looking for a replacement! If you would be happy to take this on, or know of anyone who may be prepared to, 
please let me know - you don’t have to be an ex-serviceman.  Nigel Fairley 721278 

 

Wiltshire Bobby Van Trust   

Home Security and Online Safety Schemes 

The Trust is an independent charity which works closely with Wiltshire Police to provide an invaluable 
home security service.  The Trust has been operating this scheme for the past 20 years helping to 
secure homes for the elderly, vulnerable & disadvantaged throughout Wiltshire.  
The Trust also runs a scheme to offer advice on keeping safe whilst online for people aged over 60, or 
18+ registered disabled. If eligible, you can request a home visit or arrange a group talk as follows:-. 

To enquire about a home security check for your home  Call :  01380 861155 
Or  Email :  bobbyvan@wiltshire.police.uk  

For all enquiries regarding the Stay Safe Online Scheme  Call:  01380 861191 
Or   Email :  bvonlinesafety@wiltshire.police.uk 

 
 
Probus Club    The next meeting of the club has been postponed and the venue changed. It will now take place 

at The Foxham Inn on Thursday, 18th. January starting with coffee from 11am.  The meeting will start promptly at 

11.30 to cover any business. This will be followed by a talk by Allan Smith on Memories of Concorde.  Lunch will 

be served at 1pm.   There are still some vacancies and should anyone wish to join our fri endly band or would like 

to find out more about our Probus Club please contact a committee member. Nigel Fairley 721278; John Webb 

720216; Steve Purkiss 720077 or Ray Stockall 720676 

http://malfordallotmenteers.weebly.com/


Dauntsey Vale Link Scheme    This good neighbour scheme covers Dauntsey, Foxham., Brinkworth and 

Christian Malford.     The scheme offers far more than just driving clients to/from medical appointments. Other 

helpful assistance includes shopping, visit to the hairdressers, walking the dog, small DIY tasks in the home, help 

with forms and letters, visiting a friend in hospital or at home, taking you to meetings and events, reading a book 

or newspaper, small jobs in the garden.   Please ring our Co-ordinator to discuss your requirement. Even if we 

are unable to help,  he/she may  be able to give you details of someone who can. Telephone 07563 769549. 

 
Church news.        Church Brass      Could you spare an hour or so during one month a year to help give the 
church brass a bit of TLC and sparkle?  The brass only requires cleaning once each month but currently there are 
quite a few spaces on our brass cleaning rota and some additional volunteers would make a tremendous difference.  
Also you don’t have to work alone, as two people would get the job done in half the time!  So if you could help, 
please contact Teresa Bolter (720035) for more information. 
Church opening times      The church is open each day from 9am until dusk for villagers and visitors from elsewhere 
to enjoy, reflect, pray or just sit quietly within it’s medieval walls.   The entries in the vistors book indicate how 
pleased visitors are to have this church open and available to visit.  It belongs to the village so please make use of 
it. 
 
Table Tennis.   The group meets on Thursdays 7.30pm ‘til 9.30pm  (except third Thursday in the month)  at 
Christian Malford Village Hall  Cost:£1.50 per session.  There are two table tennis tables, bats and balls provided.  
The only skill required is the ability to hit a ball!  Average standard play, but we are good teachers if you are a 
beginner. No match play or leagues....only pub drinks afterwards, if you’ve worked up a thirst!    From age 12 to 90 
(12 to 16 year olds must be accompanied at all times by a parent).      Phone Sally Purkiss 01249 720077for further 
information. 
Dates:January 4th, 11th, 25th, February 1st, 8th, 22nd and March 1st,  8th,  22nd,  29th 
 

Report from the Parish Council 
Linda Bragg, Parish Clerk contact details – Tel: 07982 030973  
Email: parishclerk@christianmalford.org.uk 
Parish Councillor Vacancy – we have one vacancy on the parish council.  If you are aged 18+ and have lived in 
the parish for more than 12 months OR are on the electoral register for the parish and would be interested in joining 

the team, please contact the Clerk or visit our website – www.christianmalford.org.uk/councillors. 
Finance – approval was given for the purchase of 2 additional staddle stones for the War Memorial Green (£TBC).   
Recreation Ground –  The Council gave a big thank you to John and Nick and everyone else involved for once 
again organising a spectacular bonfire & fireworks night.   It was agreed to remove the outdoor gym equipment and 
the Clerk was asked to look into the removal and sale – if you, or anyone you know, would be interested in 
purchasing them please contact the Clerk. 
Highways – Parish Steward – please see separate advert on how to report tasks for the Parish Steward.   
Road Closure - B4122 from J17, M4 Roundabout to Junction with B4069 Draycot Cerne – will be closed from 18th 
January – 26th January  (weeknights only) between the hours of 20.00 and 06.00 for Wilts Council to undertake 
works for A350/M4 improvements. 
Next Parish Council Meeting 
The next Parish Council meeting will be on Tuesday, 9thJanuary in the Village Hall, commencing at 7.45pm. 

Women’s Institute.  A very enjoyable and busy end to the year. Our Christmas party as always was a great 
success with scrumptious food, the ‘End of Track Choir’ entertaining us and many of us taking home raffle prizes. 
We are supporting the charity ‘Wiltshire Sight’ this year and all the raffle money will be donated to them. 
Before the party we managed to fit in a visit to Dentons Glove factory and a Bobby Browns beauty visit. Also we 
had  a fascinating visit finding out how elastic on our briefs and bras are made at the Stretchline factory in Sherston. 
There was an enjoyable Christmas wreath making day and an excellent ‘Discover, Cook and Eat’ morning. All sorts 
of superb ideas to cook and make for the Christmas period. If you did not go to any of these you really missed 
some exceptional treats. The art group opened the doors at the December meeting for all to see some of their 
year’s work. And a  large group of us went to Little Somerford Church for our group carol service. 
We have given £250 to Foxham Reading Rooms towards refurbishing the library/new bar area which will be starting 
very soon.   
Women and Osteoporosis     Thursday, 18th January, 7.30pm 
Kathleen Hennessey from Stryker UK will be joining us in the village hall. Kathleen will be talking about fractures 
of hip, hip replacement, knee replacement plus fracture of wrist. All relevant to women and osteoporosis  
Discover, Cook and Eat Soups at Christine’s   Wednesday, 31st January, 10.00am. 
To book a place contact chbowyer@googlemail.com 
All our information and club activities can be found on the notice board outside the Christian Malford village shop. 

New members are always welcome. Phone Tina for further information on 01249 720956. 

 

 

 


