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Church Services for June 
Sunday, 3rd June     1st Sunday after Trinity 
10.30am     Holy Communion and Baptism at  Christian Malford 
Sunday, 10th June      2nd Sunday after Trinity 
10.30am     Coffee, Craft and Chat at Christian Malford 
Thursday, 14th June 
9am            Morning Prayer at Christian Malford 
Sunday, 17th June      3rd Sunday after Trinity 
10.30am     United Benefice Service outdoors at Kington Langley  
Sunday, 24th June     4th Sunday after Trinity 
9am            Holy Communion at Christian Malford 
Thursday, 28th June 
9am            Morning Prayer at Christian Malford 

Waste Collection dates 
Household waste, black box and garden waste -  Thursdays, 14th and 28th June. 
Blue lid recycling -  Thursdays, 7th and 21st June. 
    

Household recycling centre opening hours 
Visit www.wiltshire.gov.uk/household-recycling-centres to check which days your local centre is open.         
Note:  People intending to use the recycling centre must have with them some form of identification to prove that 
they live in the county, ie., a document that shows the name and address of the person (utility bill, council tax 
bill).  Access to the centre may not be granted if appropriate identification cannot be provided. 
 

Anyone for croquet? 
The Dauntsey Croquet Club  

The club is looking for new members to join our friendly club, playing 'Golf Croquet', based at the sports ground at 
St Johns, Dauntsey. Our members come from the local surrounding villages and towns and are of all ages and 
abilities! The emphasis is on having fun!     Our playing season, depending on the weather, is from April to October; 
Club sessions are:    Tuesday - starts at 5pm,  Wednesday - starts at 5pm 
Thursday - club night - starts at 5pm and Sunday - social with afternoon tea - starts at 3pm 
Membership fees are a very reasonable £25 per annum. 
All are very welcome! We are happy for new 'potential' members to come and join us for a 'free taster' session - 
please arrange through the chair or secretary - for more information please contact either: 

Sheila Wade (Chair): 07976 281586; Email: sheila@greenscapeltd.co.uk 
Nigel Fairley (Secretary): 01249 721278; Emai: nigelfairley@aol.com 

 
Village Memorial Cross.   Most days many villagers will walk past the memorial cross situated on The Green 
and perhaps cast a glance at the names of the servicemen carved thereon.  Details of those servicemen and the 
circumstances in which they died have appeared in this magazine during the last 15 months.  This is the last 
serviceman to be recorded and the only member of the Royal Navy to be killed during the two wars.  
                              Able Seaman FREDERICK DENNIS HOBBS    D/SSX 22594, HMS Mourne, Royal Navy 
who died aged 23 on 15th June, 1944  Son of Silas and Annie Hobbs; husband of Winifred Blanche Elizabeth 
Hobbs of East Tytherton, Wiltshire.    Remembered with honour at Plymouth Naval memorial 
HMS Mourne (K261) was a River class frigate of 1,370 tons commissioned into service in April,1943. It was used 
as an escort for transatlantic convoys and to protect the D-Day landings on 6th June,1944.  Nine days later, on 
Thursday, 15th June, she was on patrol as part of a formation when a bridge lookout spotted a wisp of smoke 
rising from the sea surface some distance ahead, which was a U-Boat using its schnorkell and all ships went to 
action stations immediately.  Mourne was first to make asdic contact but no sooner had she reported when she 
disappeared in a massive explosion which left nothing but floating wreckage and a few survivors. She went down 
with the loss of 8 officers, 102 men, one other dying later of wounds. With a full complement of 140 men there 
would have been less than 30 survivors.   The success of U-boat 767 was however to be extremely short-lived as 
on Sunday, 18th June just three days after the sinking of HMS Mourne, it was detected by three ships from the 
British Support Group 14, HM Ships, Fame, Inconstant, and Havelock. Over the next hour the three ships carried 
out three deliberate depth charge attacks which drove the U Boat to its doom on the sea floor at a depth of 250 
feet. From a crew of 50 only one, a stoker, survived.  
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Frederick married Winifred, who was in domestic service, in Christian Malford on 25th January, 1941.  They had a 
son, Roger Dennis, born 10th May, 1942.  Frederick’s father was a former Sergeant Major. 

*********************** 
Memories of Christian Malford in the 1940s and 1950s Kay Veale (nee Cole) Part 2. 

The school, ah yes I remember that well!  A Church of England school regularly visited by the vicar, the Reverend 
Barkwell, who would lead pupils in prayer and hymns.  The teaching staff consisted of Mrs Buckland who took the 
5 to 6 year olds and taught us to read.  Here the new beginners sat at desks whilst the ones that would be going 
“up” in the autumn sat on long benches with no backrests that I can remember.  Should we be naughty we were 
instructed to sit upright and fold our arms behind our backs until it was deemed we had atoned for our misbehaviour.  
But Mrs Buckland was a lovely lady and kind and gentle with us all. 
The 7 to 11 year olds were in the care of a Mrs May, a firm but fair lady who had a bit of an aversion to letting pupils 
leave their seats to go out to the roofless toilets - did she really think we wanted to go out to that draughty, wet in 
the rain, toilet area? The toilets were in separate cubicles but NO ROOF. There again “Dubbies”, as we called 
them, were common in those days (toilets down the garden).  On one occasion a child was refused permission to 
visit the toilet and the inevitable happened.  The poor child had to sit in wet clothes the rest of the lesson. 
Those children aged from eleven to school leaving age were taken by a Mrs. Heal, the proverbial dragon of a lady 
who brooked no nonsense at all.  Mrs May’s classroom area and Mrs Heals classroom area were within one big 
room, with a big pot bellied stove for heating the two areas.  The stove’s metal casing used to glow red in the winter 
and a railing type fireguard protected us children from brushing against it.  Mrs. Heal believed in the cane and 
offending children often had very sore hands.  On one occasion one lad had sinned so badly in her eyes that he 
was sent out to the playground shed and told to fetch a cane, and not the thinest.  He came with one but it was 
considered not man enough for the job and he was sent out to get a better one with which he was duly punished. 
One day a huge roadside tree fell in a gale, falling into the roadside field.  Oh what fun it provided. All the children 
more or less climbed onto it and balanced along its branches showing off.  It was only when the school bell was 
rung that we all realised we didn’t ought to be where we were and we scuttled on to school.  Now Mrs. Heal did not 
think kindly of our tree stop over and retribution followed quite swiftly for those in her class, fortunately I was not. 
The school playground was a mixture of sand, mud and stone and very painful to fall on and there were few day 
without someone with a bloodied knee.  But we survived. 
I was diagnosed with a TB growth in my neck and had to take my own mug to school to have my morning one third 
of a pint of milk.  Other children then started to bring mugs, this was frowned on and I went through the 
embarrassment of all the class being told what was wrong with me and why I couldn’t drink from any vessel that 
others might use, nor share any food.   I won't tell you of all the things they put my throat through before finally 
operating.      To be continued. 
 
Christian Malford Village Website, Gives details of village events, clubs and societies There is a notice board 
and a list of useful telephone numbers and local services.  To include your event within the village diary send your 
item to email:  parishclerk@christianmalford.org.uk 

 

Village Ball 
Saturday, 16th June in the Church, 7pm until 1am. 

Dancing to the Park Lane Big Band    
Supper from The Baraka Catering Company 

Black Tie          Tickets £45 
Tickets available at the village shop.   

Profits will be shared between the Village Hall, 
The Church and the Cricket Club 
Create a table of 8 with friends 

 
Open Garden and Plant Sale in aid of Doorway- Sunday, 10th June. 
Everything living thing needs a home. We try to provide a home for plants and wildlife in 
our modest garden, and are opening it to raise funds for people who do not have a place to call home. Last year 
we opened for the first time and raised £373, it would be wonderful to raise a similar sum (or maybe even a little 
more) this year. 
Sunday, 10th June, 2pm - 5pm 2 Avon Cottages, Main Road, Christian Malford (opposite Avonweir Lane). Parking 
in Avonweir Lane or Station Road. 
Sit and enjoy a cup of tea, a slice of cake and take a wander around our cottage garden, where there is a lovely 
view back towards the village church across the meadow. We keep hens, grow flowers, fruit and vegetables, and 
will be selling home grown plants.  Sorry, but there is no access for wheelchairs or pushchairs. There is a deep 
pond, so small children must be supervised very carefully. Plant and cake donations would be most welcome. 
Enquiries: Kerry Conlin 01249721142 
 
Parish Steward for Christian Malford   The Parish Steward, Adrian Moss, visits  our  village each month to 
address a wide variety of minor highway defects and needs.   To ensure that we do not lose this valuable service, 
provided by Wiltshire Council, we need to ensure that he has plenty of work to do.   HOW CAN YOU HELP?  -  By 
reporting any of the following tasks for the Parish Steward to undertake:-    Hand cleaning of small grips,  rodding 



of small culverts and manholes,  filling small potholes,  hand cleaning of road gully tops,  hedge trimming around 
road signs to maintain visibility (but not wholesale hedge cutting as this needs to be done by the landowner),  
washing highway signs,  over-run damage,  strimming of grass verges for visibility at junctions and of highway 
signs,  siding out overgrown vegetation obstructing footways,  clearing debris and leaves (but not litter) and painting 
railings away from water.   Please report tasks, with as much detail as possible to:-    Cllr Ian Patterson  
idpatterson@btinternet.com   or 
Linda Bragg, parishclerk@christianmalford.org.uk  or 07982 030973 (answerphone) 
All other highway matters should be reported to Wiltshire Council. 

 
Coffee and Company.     

Wednesday, 6th June  10am - noon   Christian Malford Village Hall.    
Monthly coffee morning run by the members of All Saints’ Church.  

We look forward to your company for a coffee/tea and an opportunity to meet with friends and 
neighbours.  

 
The Luncheon Club, This much appreciated club will meet on Tuesdays, 12th and 26th June at 12.30pm.  Contact 
Angela Hamilton on 721091 or Shirley Palmer on 740627 

 
Brush With Art.   The group will meet on Monday, 4th June, when Annie Monk will be leading a session on acrylics 
with a palette knife, and on Monday, 25th June which will be a personal art session. Meetings take place in the 
village hall from 6.45pm. Fee is £4.50 per session which includes refreshments..  Contact Roger Carter on 720810 
or Anthony Hughes on 720966. 
 

Wessex Auctions Valuation Day 18th June, see page 19 for full details 
 
Christian Malford Community Speed Watch Summary (May) 
In May our volunteers provided 25.5 hours of by-the-road-side speed watch sessions in 5 locations around the 
village.  We submitted another 50 speeding vehicles to CSW Central seeing some extremely dangerous speeds 
and overtaking on the main road.  We always need new volunteers and if you can spare just 1 hour every 2 weeks 
please e-mail join@christianmalfordcsw.co.uk for further information. 
 
Mobile Library  will visit on Thursday, 28th June stopping at the village hall between 2.15pm and 2.45pm.  The 
library offers story tapes, CDs and videos as well as books for adults and children. The van has wheelchair access 
and users can reserve items. 
 
Dauntsey Vale Link Scheme    This good neighbour scheme covers Dauntsey, Foxham., Brinkworth and Christian 
Malford.     The scheme offers far more than just driving clients to/from medical appointments. Other helpful 
assistance includes shopping, visit to the hairdressers, walking the dog, small DIY tasks in the home, help with 
forms and letters, visiting a friend in hospital or at home, taking you to meetings and events, reading a book or 
newspaper, small jobs in the garden.   Please ring our Co-ordinator to discuss your requirement. Even if we are 
unable to help,  he/she may  be able to give you details of someone who can. Telephone 07563 769549. 
 
Village Fete.    Saturday, 14th July 2pm - 5pm.  Arrangements are well under way for this hugely enjoyable village 
event.  All the usual attractions and stalls. Village organisations will be expected to play their part and if you would 
like to volunteer your services contact Phil Hines on 720003.  Full details will be provide in the July edition of the 
Parish News but in the meantime please read the flyer delivered with this magazine which contains details of some 
of the competitions and a request for donations. 
 
Fundraising for Macmillan Cancer Support  On 29th July this year Kevin Watson will be cycling the 100 mile 
'Olympic Route' through London and Surrey to raise money for Macmillan Cancer Support and would really 
welcome as much support as possible from the good people in the area.   Macmillan provide advice and support 
for patients and their families affected by a cancer diagnosis. With 50% of people diagnosed with a form of cancer 
in their lifetime it is important work that will potentially benefit many local people. 
To help, please donate at https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/beagleonabike or  
contact  Kevin at kevinbeaglewatson@gmail.com / 07966 920683 

 
Cricket Club.       Christian Malford Cricket Club is not a large club in terms of numbers but are a friendly club 
welcoming new members regardless of age and ability.  In 2018 we will be playing Saturday Wiltshire County 
League cricket. We also play on a Wednesday evening in the Calne and District T20 League and occasional friendly 
fixtures on Sundays.     We Tour within the UK each year.  We enter a team in the Chippenham Indoor 6-a-side 

League during the Winter. 
Below is a list of cricket matches at The Recreation Ground  during June. All are welcome to come and support. 
Complimentary tea and/or coffee available as will be a piece of home-made cake from 4.30pm if it has not all been 
eaten by the players during the break for teas! 
9th June, 1pm   1st team v Swindon Nalgo CC 2nd team 
23rd June, 1pm   1st team v Lacock CC 2nd team 



27th June, 6pm   Midweek XI v Sutton Benger CC Midweek XI 
All are welcome to use the excellent net facility at The Recreation Ground at any time. The Cricket Club has an 
informal net session from 6.30pm every Thursday during the playing season. Anyone who would like to have a go, 
is welcome to attend. 
 
Christian Malford Allotments.    If you would like to have a plot (or even just half a plot) when one becomes 
available, put your name on the waiting list now. For full  information 
visit http://malfordallotmenteers.weebly.com/ 
 
100 Club - May winners.  £40 Mr and Mrs Townsend, £20 Mr and Mrs Whelehan, £15 Mr and Mrs Walters and 
£10 Mrs J. Lawrence. 
 
Church news.        Church Brass      Could you spare an hour or so during one month a year to help give the 
church brass a bit of TLC and sparkle?  The brass only requires cleaning once each month but currently there are 
quite a few spaces on our brass cleaning rota and some additional volunteers would make a tremendous difference.  
Also you don’t have to work alone, as two people would get the job done in half the time!  So if you could help, 
please contact Teresa Bolter (720035) for more information. 
Church opening times      The church is open each day from 9am until dusk for villagers and visitors from elsewhere 
to enjoy, reflect, pray or just sit quietly within it’s medieval walls.   The entries in the vistors book indicate how 
pleased visitors are to have this church open and available to visit.  It belongs to the village so please make use of 
it. 
 
Probus Club      The next meeting of the club  will take place at THE FOXHAM INN on Thursday, 7th June starting 
with coffee from 11am.  The meeting will start promptly at 11.30 to cover any business. This will be followed by a 
talk by Alan Smith on Wings over Windermere - The Birth of UK Naval Aviation.   Lunch will be served at 1pm.   
There are still some vacancies and should anyone wish to join our fri endly band or would like to find out more 
about our Probus Club please contact a committee member. Nigel Fairley 721278; John Webb 720216; Steve 
Purkiss 720077 or Ray Stockall 720676. 
 
Women’s Institute.    Our visit to the soft cheese factory near Bath was ‘grate’! Twenty of us scrubbed and dressed 
in our blue protective hats and shoes, toured the factory. There were smells of all the cheeses at various stages of 
maturity. A very informative morning with cheese tasting included!  We stayed for a home cooked lunch in their 
very attractive cafe.  
Two lucky ladies have won the £300 bursaries to attend a Denman College course this year. Shirley Hourigan and 
Jo Fawcett who were both delighted to win. 
>  ‘Cheese, Wine and Puddings’    Saturday, June 9th     
WI members with their partner, friend or husband in the Christian Malford Village Hall from 3pm-6pm. We will have 
a green, cream and purple themed colouring as it is the 100th year celebration of the suffragettes. BYO wine but a 
complimentary glass will be there to welcome you. Ticket price £5 so book your place at the shop with Tina.    
>  Discover, Cook and Eat’     Wednesday, June 13th.   
10am-noon. Booking in advance to Tina at the Village Shop or to Christine.  £5 per session.  
>  Walk with Val    Monday,  June 11th    
Up to a five mile chat and tramp. Contact Val 740219 
>  Meadow in my Garden   Thursday 21st June  
7.30pm in Christian Malford Village Hall.   ‘Meadow in my Garden’ is a community interest company (CIC) based 
in Devizes, with a love of nature. Paul Jepp will inspire us. ‘Our seed mixes will transform any space, creating a 
magnificent patchwork of colour  
throughout the summer. We care about our world and we want to do everything we can to help more people grow 
wildlife friendly flower meadows’.  
>  Christian Malford Village Fete  Saturday, July 14th  
2pm-5pm. Ladies, we need support doing the teas and cakes during the afternoon....so please save the day! Even 
if you cannot come, we would welcome cakes please. 
>  All our information and club activities can be found on the notice board outside the Christian Malford Village 
Shop. New members are always welcome. Phone Tina for any queries on 01249 720956 

******************************** 
News from Christian Malford School  
Life at school since Easter has, as usual, been very busy.        
The children have been enjoying various activities on top of their usual learning.  The Year 4 and 5 children have 
been swimming this term at the White Horse Leisure Centre in Calne.  Whilst we are only able to do one term of 
swimming, the children do have a good time and we do try to get all children swimming by the time they leave us.   
Our Year 6 pupils undertook their SATs tests in reading, grammar, punctuation and spelling and maths in mid May.  
They worked very diligently for these and were a credit to the school. 
We have held Parents Evenings and look forward to an open day on 21st June where all members of the 
community, along with any prospective and current parents are invited to come along to see the school.  If you 
are able to join us, the time is 1.30 pm – 3.00 pm.  We will be serving refreshments, so do come along – you are 
most welcome. The older children have been fundraising this term for the Learning Centre in Baobuyu, where 
Miss Young spent some time last year.  They were all given tubes of Smarties, which when empty were returned 
filled with 20p pieces.  The younger members of the school will do some fundraising next term. 



At the time of writing, our children are due to take part in the small school tournament in Seagry. We are entering 
both a football and netball team.   We are hoping for great things as we won the netball trophy last year and hope 
to retain the title!! 
The children all enjoyed outdoor classroom day held in May.  This is a national event where all lessons and a 
variety of activities are undertaken outside.  There was even a nod to the royal wedding! 
Friends of School have been busy, with a car wash, which raised £102 and they have organised Bags2School 
which will be collected in June.  They also have a campout planned at the end of the term. 
The children have their school trips to look forward to this term.  The Year 6 children will go to Osmington Bay in 
Dorset for 3 days whilst the Year 5 children and Years 3 and 4 children will go to Braeside in Devizes on separate 
occasions and undertake a variety of activities.  Year 6 children will also be going to the Junior Good Citizen event 
in Devizes and the secondary schools have arranged various transition days for their soon-to-be-students. 
Sports Day has been organised for 27th June and we are also holding a tea party in July for Mrs Rowe, who will 
be leaving us at the end of term 6 to start her retirement after 25 years in education. 
Finally, our leavers and joiners service is scheduled for July 24th. 

 
Acorns.       
The last few weeks have been mainly about the outdoors with us all enjoying the very welcome sunny weather that 
has arrived at last.  
We have been fortunate enough to be able to spend some of the hard earned fundraising money on new equipment 
specifically for the garden. We have bought some new trikes which have been a tremendous hit, new toys for water 
and sand play, some dinosaurs and fairies for an outdoor small world area and we are eagerly awaiting our new 
mud kitchen.  
The children have been planting sunflower seeds in the hope we can grow some nice tall sunflowers. In the raised 
bed the strawberry plants are flowering really well so we hope to have a good crop of strawberries very soon and 
Liz has been planting up the large tractor tyre with the children to develop a sensory area. 
Forest School has also been very exciting with the children being able to spend one whole day a week in the 
wooded area, eating lunch there and enjoying some fabulous play. In additon, they have been learning about 
environmental artisits and even having a go at some environmental art themselves, using all sorts of natural 
materials. 
The older children have begun their transitions to school with some focussed letters and sounds work in preparation 
for the learning that will begin in school in September and they will soon begin doing the first of their school visits.  
The Scarecrow trail was a wonderful success again this year with us raising in excess of £4000.00 which will be 
shared between Acorns and Friends of Christian Malford School. Throughout the rest of the summer term Acorns 
will be sellig ice creams every Thursday at 3.00pm outside school. 
Acorns currently have vacancies for September and we are now taking registrations. On Thursday 21st June we 
are having an open day from 1.30 - 3.00, a perfect opportunity to come and see what Acorns can offer you and 
your child. If you would like more information please call Paula on 07816280810 or email 
acornspreschool.2009@googlemail.com 
 

 


