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Christian Malford Parish Council 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
Held remotely on Tuesday 8 September 2020 at 7.45pm 

 
In line with The Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority Police and Crime 
Panel Meetings) (England and Wales) Regulations 2020, this meeting was held remotely using the Zoom platform enabling 
both Council members and the public to hear and be heard. 

 

Those present were noted as Councillors:  S Depla (Chair), M Cox, I Patterson, B Kimber and K 
Assinder.  Also present: L Roslyn, Parish Clerk, Cllr H Greenman and 3 members of the public. 

053(20) Apologies and Reasons for Absence 
 Apologies were received from Cllrs M Lawrence (holiday), C Read (work), P Hines (work) 

and M Johnson (holiday) .    
   

054(20) Declaration of interests from members regarding matters on the agenda 
No interests were disclosed. 

  
055(20) Public Forum Session 

The applicants of a planning application at Swallett Lodge advised on the amendments they’d 
made to their application following neighbours comments and their request that Cllr H 
Greenman withdraw his call-in of the application to the Wiltshire Planning Committee.  
Following a discussion, the Councillors agreed to Cllr Greenman withdrawing his call-in. 

 

056(20) Minutes for Approval 
It was resolved to approve the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of 4 August 2020 and 
they are to be signed at a later date. 

057(20) Finance and Personnel 

a) It was resolved to approve the monthly accounts and budget statements and the 
payment of new invoices totalling £3,049.47. 

b) It was resolved to approve a Community Grant of £50.00 to the PCC to cover the cost of 
the Wiltshire Council garden waste wheelie bin collections for 2020-2021. 

c) It was resolved to approve the Offer of a Settlement from Aviva Commercial Property 
Claims for repairs to the Telephone Kiosk of £465.00 - Excess £125 = £340.00. 

d) It was resolved to approve an item to be placed on the 2021-2022 Budget for 
replacement nets and posts on the MUGA. 

e) The Clerk’s Approval for the Maintenance Officer’s quote of £50 for materials plus labour 
to carry out the essential work to level the ground through the kissing gate at the bottom 
of Malford Meadow to ensure safe access was noted. 

f) The Clerk’s Approval for 3 Dog Fouling signs at a cost of £43.00 to be placed at the 
Recreation Ground to try and reduce the anti-social behaviour of some dog walkers was 
noted. 

g) The NJC Pay Award Scales for the Parish Clerk effective from 1 April 2020 was noted. 
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058(20) Planning and Development Control 

a) Following discussions on responses to the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local 
Government Consultations on proposed changes to the planning system for: 

i. Consultation on changes to planning policy and regulations. 

ii. Planning for the Future (White Paper August 2020). 

It was agreed that Cllr B Kimber would liaise with Cllrs M Lawrence and C Read on submitting the 
Council’s reponses. 

b) No other planning or NDP matters were raised.  

059(20) Highways, Parish Steward and Community Speed Watch 

a) Cllr I Patterson reported on works carried out by the Parish Steward, drainage works on 
Station Road and the re-surfacing of Station Road scheduled for 19-26 October 2020.  Cllr 
M Cox raised the issue of overgrown hedges on Foxham Road causing visibility issues for 
road users and the Clerk advised the matter should be reported to Wiltshire Council.  Cllr 
Patterson advised that the CSW Group would be resuming speed checks soon. 

b) It was agreed that ownership/maintenance of the Speed Indicator Device should remain 
with the Parish Council and Cllr I Patterson agreed to contact the Bradenstoke Solar Park 
Community Benefit Fund to ascertain if the Parish Council was eligible to apply for a 
grant towards the purchase of a SID.  

c) It was agreed to monitor the 2020-2021 Budget for surplus funds to cover the costs of 
replacing the Christian Malford Village and River Avon signs.   

d) It was agreed to advise the applicant that no funds were available in the 2020-2021 
budget to support a request to the Chippenham Area Transport Group (CATG) for a 
speed limit review but we will continue to monitor the situation.  The Clerk agreed to 
provide details of the Lorry Watch scheme with regard to the policing of the 18T weight 
limit on the B4069. 

060(20) Recreation Ground 

Cllr K Assinder gave an update on matters at the Recreation Ground including availability of 
slabs, a brief update on the Play Area Inspections advising that there were a number of 
medium risk items for attention – he agreed to put together a proposal for works/costings and 
liaise with the Maintenance Officer, and that a portable CCTV had been externally funded to 
monitor anti-social behaviour. 

061(20) Malford Meadow/Allotments 

a) Cllr S Depla gave Cllr Hines’s report including the works by the Maintenance Officer to the base 
of the kissing gate and the donation of wildflower seeds. 

b) It was resolved not to approve the expenditure up to £100 to sow wildflower seeds to cleared 
areas of the Meadow as we had received a donation of seeds. 

c) It was resolved to approve permission for a bonfire on the Meadow to burn hedge cuttings.  It 
was noted that the 2020 Bonfire & Fireworks event has been sadly cancelled. 

062(20) Burial Ground 

Cllr M Cox reported on the meeting he and Cllr M Johnson had with the Friends of the Church 
to discuss current maintenance, etc. The Clerk advised that the Ordnance Survey Surveyor 
had carried out their inspection in respect of the Council’s Land Registry application. 
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063(20) Rights of Way 

No matters reported. 

064(20) Village Assets 

Cllr M Lawrence’s report was given by the Clerk in his absence and included an update on 
works carried out by the Maintenance Officer. 

065(20) Village Hall 

Cllr M Lawrence’s report was given by the Clerk and included details of a physical AGM 
planned for September. 

066(20) Flooding/Emergency Plan 
Cllr M Cox reported on the walk-through inspection of Pug Brook on 19 August 2020 by 
himself and Cllr Hines. He is awaiting a response from the Wiltshire Drainage Engineer on a 
request to remove the silt build up in the culvert.  The Clerk agreed to draft a letter to 
residents explaining riparian rights and asking that they carry out the necessary clearance to 
their sections of the brook to prevent flooding. 

068(20) Website Accessibility 
It was resolved to approve the adoption of the Website Accessibility Statement (v1.0).  The 
Clerk advised that the website was mostly compliant with the new Regulations coming into 
force on 23 September 2020 but would require some extra hours to ensure all the documents 
on the site were accessible. 

069(20) Wiltshire Council 

 Cllr H Greenmen reported that Wiltshire Council had an overspend so far of over £37million 
due to Covid-19 and advised the Parish Council to have a robust Budget going forward to 
cover costs of devolved services, etc in future. 

070(20) Clerk’s Report 

  The Clerk’s report was received and forms part of these minutes and is available on request.  
Cllr K Assinder agreed to liaise with the School/Village Hall on the Gigaclear Village Hub 
Scheme. 

071(20) Date of the Next Meeting 
  The date of the next meeting of the Parish Council was noted as Tuesday 6 October 2020, 

starting at 7.45pm (to be held remotely). 
 

Meeting ended at 21:45. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chairman……………………..……………….…….…………..…………….             Date……………................. 


