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Christian Malford Parish Council 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
Held remotely on Tuesday 1 December 2020 at 7.45pm 

 
In line with The Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority Police and Crime 
Panel Meetings) (England and Wales) Regulations 2020, this meeting was held remotely using the Zoom platform enabling 
both Council members and the public to hear and be heard. 

 

Those present were noted as Councillors:  S Depla (Chair), M Cox, C Read, K Assinder, I Patterson, P 
Hines and M Johnson (arrived 20.00).  Also present: L Roslyn, Parish Clerk, Ian Kirkpatrick and Ward 
Cllr H Greenman (arrived 20:59). 

106(20) Apologies and Reasons for Absence 
 Apologies were received from Cllr B Kimber (personal).  The resignation of Mike 

Lawrence was noted and the Chair and Councillors expressed their thanks to him for all 
his hard work on the Council and with the NDP over the last four years. 

 

107(20) Co-option of New Parish Councillor 
 It was resolved to approve the co-option of Ian Kirkpatrick as Parish Councillor and the 

Statutory Declaration of Acceptance of Office was received (via email) and he was 
invited to join the meeting. 

   

108(20) Declaration of interests from members regarding matters on the agenda 
No interests were disclosed. 

  
109(20) Public Forum Session 

No matters raised.  
 

110(20) Minutes for Approval 
It was resolved to approve the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of 3 November 2020 
and they are to be signed at a later date. 

111(20) Finance and Personnel 

a) It was resolved to approve the monthly accounts and budget statements and new 
invoices totalling £353.03 for online payment. 

(20:00 Cllr M Johnson joined the meeting). 

b) It was resolved to agree in principle to purchase a parking post for the Rec subject to 
Cllr Hines putting together costings for this and various other works in the village. 

c) It was resolved to approve adding Cllr I Patterson as a new signatory on the bank 
account. 

 

112(20) Planning and Development Control 

a) It was resolved to respond to one new planning application as: 

 Planning Ref Details Decision 

i 20/10277/OHL 
Dodford Farm Dodford Lane SN15 4DE – Improvement 
works to the network 

No Comment 

b) No other planning matters were discussed. 
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113(20) Highways, Parish Steward and Community Speed Watch 

Cllr I Patterson reported on works carried out by the Parish Steward and other Highways 
matters including blocked drains, overgrown hedges, damage to the car park behind the shop 
(the Clerk was asked to contact the Guinness Trust to try and find out who is responsible for 
the repairs), resurfacing of Station Road (the Clerk was asked to send thank you emails to 
Wilts Council Highways and to Tarmac for a job well done) and a damaged road sign. He also 
reported that we had been granted £972 from the BSPCBF for the Speed Indicator Device and 
that the Clerk would be ordering it in the new year. 

114(20) Recreation Ground 

Cllr K Assinder reported on the drainage works at the Rec car park, costings for the 2021-2022 
budget, weedkilling to be carried out in March 2021 and a statement on the use of the CCTV. 

115(20) Malford Meadow/Allotments 

Cllr Hines reported that the bonfire had burnt out safely and that a small amount of clearing 
needed to be done.  The Bonfire Committee expressed an interest in moving the annual 
bonfire and fireworks to the Meadow and would be putting together a proposal for 
submission to the Parish Council.  He will put together costings for improvements to the 
entrance to the Meadow at the Church end and talk to the adjoining landowners about 
cutting back the hedges.  The Clerk reported that she had asked the Maintenance Officer to 
put some wire mesh on the sleepers near the allotments to prevent people slipping on them 
– she had approved £30 for this work. Following the Clerk’s email to the Allotmenteers, it was 
reported that they would be putting together a proposal for a new composting area for them 
to dispose of their waste. 

116(20) Burial Ground 

a) Cllr M Johnson thanked Cllr M Cox for his work on the draft grave digging procedure and 
specification for the grounds maintenance contract (the Clerk advised that she they would 
be sent out to the contractor in December).  The Clerk also advised that an Environmental 
Survey was needed before proposals to extend the burial plots could be considered. 

b) It was resolved to approve a request to Grant an Exclusive Right of Burial (GJ) in an ashes 
plot (U9). 

117(20) Rights of Way 

It was agreed to appoint Cllr I Kirkpatrick as lead councillor for the rights of way.  The Clerk will 
liaise with Mike Lawrence on the handover details. 

(20:59 Ward Cllr H Greenman arrived). 

118(20) Village Assets 

It was agreed to appoint Cllr I Kirkpatrick as lead councillor to look after the maintenance of 
the village assets.  The Clerk will liaise with Mike Lawrence on the handover details.  The Clerk 
reported that the wooden door on the telephone kiosk was in need of urgent repair and Cllrs 
Hines and Assinder agreed to carry out temporary repairs with a full repair being carried out 
next Spring. 

119(20) Village Hall 

It was agreed to appoint Cllr Hines as liaison on village hall matters but he did advise that 
someone may need to step in at the last minute to attend meetings due to his hectic work 
schedule.  The Clerk was asked to contact Wiltshire Council for advice on the procedures for a 
village consultation on the proposed rebuild project. 
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120(20) Flooding/Emergency Plan 

Cllr M Cox reported that thank you letters had been sent to the villagers that helped with the 
clearing of Pug Brook and on the flooding issues on Main Road.  The Clerk was asked to send a 
thank you letter and a gift voucher of £30 (Cllr Hines agreed to sort this) to MK for his help and 
work on the surveying of Pug Brook. 

121(20) Wiltshire Council 

 Cllr H Greenman noted that Whitehall Garden Centre had been given a Special Direction on 
their poor conduct and procedures for keeping people safe during the Covid-19 restrictions. 

122(20) Clerk’s Report 

  The Clerk’s report was received and forms part of these minutes and is available on request.   

123(20) Date of the Next Meeting 

  The date of the next meeting of the Parish Council was noted as Tuesday 12 January 2021, 
starting at 7.45pm (to be held remotely). 

 
Meeting ended at 21:26. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chairman……………………..……………….…….…………..…………….             Date……………................. 


